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The central mission for pharmaceutical industry is to discover and synthesize the new drug substances

meeting contemporary needs for the global market. Importance of process chemistry has now emerged,

because the industry has been attracting increasing attention to deliver good drugs to the market quickly

at low cost and good quality. As is often emphasized, the shortest economic route to a complex target

compound is considered to be the ideal process. On the other hands, the process meets increasing scruti-

ny of environmental requirements that brought more complex problems to process chemists. This Sym-

posium discloses the latest progress in modern process chemistry and gives us the needed place for dis-

cussion and understanding these issues. 

In the past, we seldom had opportunities to share the common problems of corporate research and

technologies with our industry colleagues. Emerging recognition of global importance for process chem-

istry brought our attention to hold this kind of up-dated Symposium. We plan here to present frontier

ideas in pharmaceutical research. Thus, knowledge and idea previously kept unopened will be presented,

including historical achievements and future technologies that had been and will be contributed by Uni-

versity and industry researchers. We will also plan to have a small place for informal discussions after

the Symposium.

Approach to Advances in Biostatistics in Pharmacy

In this symposium, we will discuss an approach to advances in biostatistics in pharmacy. The objec-

tive of this symposium to understand the necessity for a basic knowledge of biostatistics in the provision

of pharmaceutical care. There will be five presentations: "Statistical Reexamination of Case Studies" by

Dr. Masashi Goto (Osaka University), "Pharmacy and Statistics" by Dr. Shigehiro Ohdo (Kyushu Uni-

versity), "Practical Application of Statistics to Clinical Pharmacology" by Dr. Yuji Kumagai (Kitasato

University), "How to Introduce Statistical Flow into the Profession of Pharmacist" by Dr. Kenjiro Koga

(Hokuriku University), and "Is 'Statistically Significant'Significant?" by Dr. Naoki Nago (Yokosuka

General Hospital Uwamachi). Dr. Goto will introduce some examples extracted from well-known

reports in the literature in which more useful results are obtained through his reanalysis, reexamination,

and reinvestigation than through the methods used in the literature. How can we incorporate knowledge

of biostatistics into pharmaceutical care when we evaluate the biomedical literature? We hope that this

symposium will help pharmacists to incorporate the information gained from reported research in clini-

cal practice.
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